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prolonging the war, has left a vivid picture of the
panic which arose as soon as the news reached
London. " They who remember that Conjunc-
ture," he says, " and were then present in the
galleries and privy Lodgings at \Vhitehali, whither
all the world flocked with equal liberty, can easily
'call to Mind many Instances of such wild Despair
and even ridiculous Apprehensions, that I am
willing to forget.'5 ce They were," as Evelyn
observed, " sad and troublesome times."

Puritan feeling ran high against the King on
account of his supposed neglect of duty, and current
gossip averred that he had nothing better to do
but amuse himself and quarrel with the imperious
Lady Castlemaine, or vainly pursue the lovely
Frances Stewart. Charles was certainly indiscreet
in his public appearances, especially in the early
days of his reign, but it must be remembered that
it was not easy for him to avoid publicity, seeing
that anyone could wander through the palace at
will, and that he had to eat his dinner before any
stranger who happened to be passing through the
room. Yet it does not seem to have occurred to
him, or if it did he did not care, that popular
approbation is rarely a pure expression of admira-
tion but a mixture of many feelings, including
envy and jealousy, which a very small thing may
resolve. On this occasion a section of public